
IT’S TIME FOR YOUR
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IN CARINTHIA
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8  Imagine a country that lies in the heart  
of Europe, at the intersection of three  
cultures and on two of the continent’s 
most important transport axes – it’s the 
ideal springboard into new markets.

8  Imagine a country where highly qualified 
workers are trained and attracted because 
research and education go hand in hand.

8   Imagine a country characterised by  
entrepreneur-friendly laws and taxes, 
transparent procedures, a future-oriented 
funding system and smart administration.

8  Imagine a country that hasn’t just recently 
discovered sustainability and bioeconomy, 
but has been living them since time imme-
morial.

8  Imagine a country that is blessed with such 
a breathtaking landscape and such warm 
people that your holiday can begin every day 
right outside the office door. 

Guess what? You don’t even have to 
imagine this country: you can simply 
come to Carinthia and write your 
own success story here.

Can You Imagine 
Carinthia?

We are happy to help you relocate  

yourself and your business to Carinthia, 

to start a new business here or to  

participate in an existing one.

Have we caught your interest?  

Contact us – personally, via our  

website www.carinthia.com or on 

social media. We are happy to help  

you realise your very own personal 

success story in the south of  

Austria.

This brochure introduces Carinthia as a busi-
ness location. Find out everything you need 
to know about the diverse opportunities and 
perspectives that Carinthia offers.

Get to know entrepreneurs and their very per-
sonal experiences with and in Carinthia in this 
informative reading tour. Visit the largest drone 
flying hall in Europe and learn more about 
Carinthia’s innovative technology parks. Explore 
the diverse start-up and innovation ecosystem 
and take a look into the future with us. And not 
just any future – a future that you can acti-
vely shape with your company, your invest-
ment or your start-up idea. Why? Because the 
conditions for your own personal success story 
in the south of Austria are excellent.

Not only the promising logistical location of 
Carinthia in the heart of Europe with its con-
nection to the Baltic-Adriatic axis, but also the 
targeted cooperation of education and cutting-
edge research show how it’s possible to use 
competitive advantages effectively. 

With new education, training and qualification 
offers developed together with businesses and 
industries that optimally combine theory and 
practice in line with modern professional re- 
quirements, we can ensure that you have highly 
qualified, motivated and skilled workers at 
your disposal.

In addition, we offer modern and efficient 
full-service support for company relocations 
and/or expansions – which is one of the rea-
sons why world market leader Infineon decided 
to make its record investment of 1.6 billion 
euros not in Asia, but in Carinthia, namely in 
Villach.

Take a look for yourself! 

Dear Readers,

@ LPD/Gernot Gleiss

Dr. Peter Kaiser
Governor

Martin Gruber
Provincial Councillor
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Carinthian Possibilities 

companies were 
founded 
in Carinthia in 2019.
Many small and large success 
stories start here!
 

2,409

billion euros 
in economic 
output  
by entrepreneurs and their 
employees in Carinthia in 2019. 

21.5
economic 
growth 
in Carinthia in 2018 –  
the highest in Austria.

+3.9 %

employees 
work in the area of research and development
in companies, universities and non-university  
research institutions.

Around  3,700 million 
tonnes – 

The expansion of the Baltic-Adriatic Axis (BAA) between 
the Baltic Sea and the Adriatic Sea, which will be comple-
ted by 2030, includes Carinthia as a central component. 

Estimates by the European Union assume that around 
190 million tonnes will be transported by rail in the future. 

Right through Carinthia!

190

The manufac-
turing sector, 
consisting of material goods production, mining, 
construction, energy and water supply, has a 
share of 34.3% (2019) in regional gross value 
added in Carinthia. In Austria, this is only 28.6%. 

34.3 % 

Carinthia has the highest share of 
research expenditure by foreign 
companies in Austria. This speaks for 
the international attractiveness of the 
research location.

2.9 %

will be invested  
58 million euros 
by Carinthia in the next few 
years for the expansion of 
the fibre-optic network for 
ultra-fast internet.

04

05

in labour
productivity –

117.5 euros Austria, and thus Carinthia, occupies 
a top position within the EU in terms 
of labour productivity: a GDP of 117.5 
euros per employed person in pur-
chasing standards.

High economic figures today
lead to the success stories
of tomorrow.

hectares of forest  
allow for 20% of Carinthia’s economic per-
formance. Wood and wood products are the 
second most important foreign exchange 
earners in Carinthia, after tourism.

592,000

from industry, 
making it the main driver of Carinthian exports. The most import-
ant export products are boilers, machines, apparatus and me-
chanical devices, followed by electrical machines, apparatus and 
electrotechnical goods, as well as wood.

8.092 billion euros
Carinthia generates 

Carinthia had a  

research 
ratio of



The future-oriented 
business location 
in the south of Austria.

Between hikeable moun-
tains and crystal-clear 
bathing lakes lies a modern 
technology and business 
location whose lived open-
ness builds a bridge in the 
heart of Europe: between 
entrepreneurial excellence, 
culture and quality of life.
The world is at home in 
Carinthia – and Carinthia 
in the world.
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The Top 10 Reasons

Top in 
high technology
Carinthia has internationally 
successful leading companies 
in microelectronics and infor-
mation and communication 
technology. More than 44.4% 
of employees in the manu-
facturing industry work in 
the technology sector – a top 
value in Austria!

Top in research 
and innovation
With a research rate of 2.9% and as a “Strong 
Innovator” within Europe (according to the 
Regional Innovation Scoreboard 2017), Carin-
thia confidently steers toward the future. The 
research premium of 14% as well as subsidies 
for investments in the areas of R&D distinguish 
Carinthia as an attractive research location.

Top in 
education
International kindergartens 
and schools, trend-setting 
educational offers at the 
University of Klagenfurt and 
the Carinthian University of 
Applied Sciences let Carinthia 
shine as an educational desti-
nation and ensure excellently 
trained and skilled workers 
and their further education.

Top logistics hub 
in the heart of Europe
Carinthia lies on the Tauern axis and the 
Baltic-Adriatic axis. The international ports 
of Trieste and Koper are just a stone’s throw 
away, as are the international economic cen-
tres of Vienna, Munich, Milan and Ljubljana.

Top in  
infrastructure  
and supply
In Carinthia, distances are 
short and well developed.
Transport infrastructure, 
mobility offer, energy sup-
ply, but also services in the 
social and health sector are 
available in high quality and 
are being further expanded.

Top in 
consulting
In Carinthia, entrepreneur-friend-
ly framework conditions, a diverse 
system of subsidies and concrete as-
sistance in setting up, establishing and 
participating in businesses ensure your 
start into a successful future.

Top in 
legal security
Carinthia has an extremely 
stable tax, legal and social 
system and is characterised 
particularly by business-
friendly framework conditions, 
modern labour law and social 
peace.

More 
reasons  
for 
Carinthia!

08 09

to write your success story 
in Carinthia.

Top in tourism
Work where others go on holiday: whether 
summer or winter – Carinthia, with its beautiful 
lakes, breathtaking mountains and hospita-
ble population, is popular with tourists from all 
over the world.

Top in sustainability 
and renewable energies
The country between the Alps and the Adriatic 
Sea is blessed with great amounts of water of 
drinking water quality, which can also be used 
to generate electricity. Carinthia covers more 
than half of its energy consumption (55.1% 
according to Statistics Austria) from renew-
able energies.

Top in 
internationality, 
quality of life 
and safety
Carinthia is located in one of the safest regions 
in the world (OECD Better Life Index with the 
highest score of 10), at the intersection of three 
cultures. Accordingly, the people who live 
here are open, colourful and diverse.  
They come from 172 countries and maintain 
intensive international relations, a fact that is 
reflected not least in an export rate of 38.8% 
(2018) and that makes Carinthia an attractive 
springboard into new markets.

Sabine Herlitschka
Chairwoman of the Management Board Infineon Technologies Austria AG 

As a company competing with the best in the world, 
we need an active innovation ecosystem. In Carinthia, 
a microelectronics network of business, education and 
research has emerged in recent years. For specialists 
who can choose where in the world they work, Carin-
thia combines an attractive overall package as a “great 
place to work” and “great place to live”.
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Founding & 
Financing

Founding, investing and settling in Carinthia

Carinthia is booming. 2,409 companies were founded here in 2019 alone. 
The start-up scene is closely networked, colourful and cosmopolitan. 
The start-up support is diverse and long-term. If you start a business 

in Carinthia, locate your business here or invest in a Carinthian company, 
you will benefit from an extensive funding landscape and the best 

advice available.

BABEG – the 
springboard to 
Carinthia 
BABEG (Kärntner Betriebsan-
siedlungs- und Beteiligungsge-
sellschaft) is the first port of 
call for companies looking to 
set up in Carinthia.

The state-funded service 
offers comprehensive ad-
vice, support in the search 
for a location, investors and 
employees, start-up assistance 
for Carinthian networking and 
much more.

K-BV – Carinthian 
Cooperation 
Administration
In cooperation with BABEG, 
K-BV offers investors, entre-
preneurs and operators in the 
tourism and logistics sectors 
a one-stop service centre for 
questions relating to location, 
investment and settlement. 
In addition, K-BV has an ex-
tensive network of investors 
and operators that is made 
available — they accompany 
interested parties through all 
phases of operations, from the 
start-up to the successful con-
tinuation of thriving busines-
ses and their undertakings. 

Networking 
and investment 
appraisal
BABEG opens the door for 
foreign companies to regional 
networks, Carinthian business 
service providers and research 
partners, and even helps them 
find the right suppliers and co-
operation partners. But that’s 
not all: BABEG also provides 
information on tax and duty 
law, evaluates business 
plans and supports funding 
management.

Location 
search 
made easy 
BABEG (Invest in Carinthia) is a 
free and personal service pro-
vider, mediator and guide and 
sees itself as a one-stop shop 
with individual advice.

Digitalisation,  
education & sustainability 
(green technologies)
BABEG’s innovation team also 
strengthens cooperation in the 
knowledge triangle of educa-
tion, research and business 
and initiates/coordinates 
initiatives and projects in the 
fields of research, technology 
and innovation.

The BABEG Research, 
Technology and Innovation 
Management team, in turn, 
strengthens cooperation in the 
knowledge triangle of “educa-
tion, research, companies” and 
initiates projects from these 
areas, such as 5G Playground, 
Industry 4.0, Coding School 
Wörthersee or the Digital Inno-
vation Hub. The 5G Playground 
is the most modern 5G test 
laboratory for research and 
development of 5G applica-
tions, products, processes and 
applications.

Marko Lotrič
Managing Director and Founder of the internationally 
active group of companies LOTRIČ Metrology

The direct link to your  
business development in 
Carinthia: carinthia.com

KWF – Carinthian 
Business Promo-
tion Fund 
The KWF promotes growth, 
innovation and project 
development in Carinthia. 
The KWF supports compa-
nies, research institutions and 
start-ups with advice, subsidies 
& financing and networking 
programmes. The measures of 
the KWF increase the competi-
tiveness of the companies and 
the state.

Particularly interesting for 
exploring and understan-
ding Carinthia as a business 
location in depth is the KWF’s 
Economic Policy Report and 
Information System (WIBIS). 
Here you can find data on the 
Carinthian economy clearly 
presented.  
And it’s free of charge!  
wibis.kwf.at

10
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Nancy Yu-Ting Wang
Managing Director 
Swircle – the travelling book box

In Carinthia, you get the feeling that 
industry, science and government 
want your business to succeed. 
Whenever you need help, they try 
to provide it.It’s a very friendly 
environment where your competitors 
are also your supporters.

We have already been present in Carinthia 
for years. The operating costs are transparent, 
the infrastructure of the technology park is well 
developed and the logistics connections are 
excellent. We are pleased with the proactivity of 
BABEG, which takes care of connecting companies 
in the region and informs about current funding 
programmes.
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Tip for start-
ups: the 
Carinthian 
Business 
Promotion 
Fund has its 
own funding 
programme 
for the “im-
plementation 
of innovative 
start-up proj-
ects”, or UIG 
for short!

If you start a business in Carinthia, you are always well taken 
care of. This is ensured not only by BABEG and KWF, 
but also by many other contact points, such as the start-up 
incubator “build! Gründerzentrum”, where many success stories 
have already begun.

Compass
for the Carinthian
Start-up Scene

StartNet Carinthia
The web platform StartNet Carinthia 
guarantees a good start in Carinthia as 
a business location. It’s a joint project 
of the most important start-up institu-
tions in Carinthia and, accordingly, con-
tains concentrated start-up knowledge. 
Here you can find out at a glance 
how, when, where and why you 
should start a business in Carinthia. 
The website is designed to be intuitive 
and straightforward, so you can quickly 
find the right contact person.  
www.startnet.at

The Start-up Centre 
of the Carinthian 
Chamber of Commerce
Every company founder visits the start-
up service of the Carinthian Chamber 
of Commerce at least once in his or her 
business life. The personal advice pro-
vided by the dedicated staff is highly 
competent and solution-oriented. An 
uncomplicated one-stop shop for all as- 
pects of the start-up process, from the 
initial idea to the formation of a company. 
www.gruenderservice.at

build! 
Start-up incubator
The classic start-up incubator in Carinthia 
goes by the name of “build! Gründerzent-
rum Kärnten” and has its headquarters in the 
Lakeside Science & Technology Park in Klagen-
furt. It sees itself as a competence, support and 
development centre for technology-oriented 
and knowledge-based start-up projects, scale-
up projects and project development of regional 
fields of opportunity. It offers advice, infrastruc-
ture, network access and community events. 
www.build.or.at

Carinthian 
Welcome Center (CWC)
If you are coming to Carinthia to work or set up 
a business, it’s best to contact the Carinthian 
Welcome Center (CWC) straight away. Here you 
can get help with questions about settling in 
or returning to Carinthia. With this versatile 
and free service offered by the Carinthian pro-
vincial government, we support you in essential 
matters concerning working and living, with tips 
and background information that is important 
and helpful for a good (new) start in Carinthia.  
www.carinthia.com/de/karriere-service/ 
carinthian-welcome-center/

For a map of 
Carinthia as an 
attractive business 
location, see: 
carinthia.com

Makerspace
The Makerspace Carinthia is a well-equipped 
workshop for the development, prototyping  
and production of innovative products. 
www.makerspace-carinthia.com

Start:up Alpe-Adria
This initiative networks the start-up ecosystems 
of Carinthia, Slovenia and Friuli through meetings 
and conferences and promotes cooperation. 
www.startupalpeadria.eu

You can’t really get more 
work-life balance than that.
The start-up scene in Carinthia already works 
from the lakeside in summer. At Millstätter 
See, Faaker See and Wörthersee, there are 
specially set-up, open-air co-working spaces 
with lake access, electricity, WiFi and every-
thing else you need for a hard day’s work 
under the southern sun. Use is free of charge, 
and the exact locations can be found at 
www.businessbeach.eu.

12 13

The first steps in a new 

region are often challeng-

ing. Here you will find 

useful tips and informa-

tion that is important 

for your (new) start in 

Carinthia.

Coding School Wörthersee
This crash course in programming 
trains specialised professionals in 
mobile development and native app 
development in one-semester intensive 
courses. The contents of the intensive 
courses are continuously adapted to 

the requirements and conditions of the 
software industry. Graduates are able 
to use their knowledge in the imple-
mentation of applications and create 
native apps.
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In the Heart 
of Europe

Logistics opportunities 
without borders 

Carinthia has arrived at the  
heart of Europe – 5.4 billion 
euros will flow into the Koralm 
railway by 2025. With 60  
million euros in investments, 
the internet will also become  
fit for the future outside the 
bustling cities.

The country has always been 
open in all directions. The stra-
tegically favourable location in 
the border triangle with Italy 
and Slovenia has attracted 
travellers and trade for centu-
ries. Since the connection to the 
European motorway network in 
the 20th century, it has been a 
free ride through the heart of 
Europe.

Since then, Carinthia has con-
stantly invested in important 
infrastructure for the economy – 
the country has long since  
moved to the centre of Europe.
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300 km

500 km

SLOVAKIA

BRATISLAVA

SALZBURG

INNSBRUCK

MUNICH

STUTTGART

ZURICH

MILAN VENICE
TRIESTE

KOPER

LJUBLJANA

ZAGREB

BUDAPEST

BRNO

VIENNA

GRAZ

PRAGUE

HUNGARY

CZECHIA

SWITZERLAND

ITALY SLOVENIA

CROATIA

GERMANY

KLAGENFURT

8  Quickly connected 
5.4 billion euros are being in-
vested in the Koralm Railway. 
In addition, the new ÖBB line 
between Klagenfurt and Graz 
is setting new standards be-
yond its investment volume. 
 
Designed as a high-perfor-
mance railway, the new line 
is the only one in Austria 
besides the Westbahn to 
allow train speeds of up to 
250 km/h.

 

rinthia as a gateway to Central 
and Eastern Europe.

A fresh wind is blowing at 
Carinthia Airport. A private 
investor has taken over the 
airport and wants to connect 
the hub of the south even 
better to Europe’s metropolis-
es: in addition to connections 
to Vienna, further connections 
to European hubs are planned. 
Furthermore, there are sea-
sonal charter connections, 
for example to Holland and 
Russia. Graz (1.5 hours) and 
Ljubljana (1 hour) are other 
international airports in the 
immediate vicinity.

What was the motorway in 
1999 will be the Koralm rail-
way of ÖBB Infrastruktur AG 
starting in 2025. A direct route 
between Klagenfurt, Graz and 
Vienna has been repeatedly 
considered since the 1930s. In 
the next few years, the time will 
finally come: one of Austria’s 

largest infrastructure con-
struction projects – 5.4 billion 
euros will be invested – will 
connect Klagenfurt directly by 
train with the Styrian capital 
Graz (45 minutes) and the fed-
eral capital Vienna (2:40 hours).

This connection has a future 
– 60 million euros have been 
released by the European 
Union for broadband expan-
sion in the province, and the 
Broadband Initiative Carinthia 
(BIK) wants to lay around 180 
kilometres of fibre optics in 
the coming years, for example 
in the Görtschitz Valley. What 
does that mean? Not only in 
the metropolitan areas, but 
also in smaller communities, 
the most important foundation 
for the settlement of compa-
nies relying on fast internet is 
being created.

From Klagenfurt 
to Graz, the fastest 

trains will only need 
45 minutes after 

completion of the 
Koralm Railway in 

December 2025.

It takes just under three hours 
to Vienna on the A2, two hours 
on the A10 to Salzburg and one 
hour on the A11 to Slovenia’s 
metropolis Ljubljana. The 
important ports of Trieste and 
Koper are little more than two 
hours away, and the art and 
culture city of Venice is also 
only two and a half hours away.

Keyword: port. There is one, 
too, and it is landlocked. 
With the “Dry Port” Fürnitz 
next to the Logistik Center 
Austria Süd (Carinthia’s logis-
tics location), opportunities 
are opening up for a first-class 
logistics centre at the interface 

of the Baltic-Adriatic railway 
axis and the Tauern axis, 
which in future will connect 
the ports of Trieste, Ravenna, 
Koper and Rijeka with Für-
nitz even better. The location 
agency LCA (Logistik Center 
Austria Süd), a company of 
K-BV Kärntner Beteiligungsver-
waltung and ÖBB Infrastruktur 
AG, is responsible for this. The 
development of the location 
and the settlement of busi-
nesses as well as cooperations 
are part of its tasks. The best 
proof of success at the junc-
tion between road and rail: 
Other ports have already put 
out feelers and discovered Ca-

8  Well connected 
Three motorways connect 
Carinthia perfectly to the 
most important cities in the 
extended Alpe-Adria region. 
Thanks to its convenient 
location, you can easily 
reach the most important 
European cities of Bratis-
lava, Ljubljana, Munich, 
Salzburg, Venice, Vienna 
and Zagreb by car within 
the magic four-hour limit.

8  New connections 
Around 25 million euros 
were recently invested in 
Klagenfurt Airport. After 
the renovation, airlines 
and business and private 
jets will have one of the 
most modern runways in 
Europe at their disposal 
for visual and instrument 
approaches. A private in-
vestor is also planning to 
bring new connections to 
Klagenfurt and to modern-
ise the infrastructure of the 
terminal.

8  Efficiently connected 
The expansion of the 
Baltic-Adriatic Axis (BAA) 
between the Baltic Sea 
and the Adriatic Sea, 
which is to be completed 
by 2030, includes Carinthia 
as a central component. 
Estimates by the European 
Union assume that around 
190 million tonnes will be 
transported annually on the 
route in the future.

Andreas Matthä
Chairman of the 
Management Board  
of ÖBB-Holding AG

Take advantage of the  
Carinthia logistics hub for 
your business! Find out more 
at carinthia.com

17

Due to its proximity to the Adriatic ports, 
the optimal transport connection to the 
Villach motorway intersection, but also its lo-
cation at the intersection of the Tauern axis 
and the Baltic-Adriatic axis, the entire region 
has great potential to be successful 
as a business and workplace location.

16
© ÖBB/Jakwerth

Udo Tarmann and Julia Feinig-Freunschlag 
Management LCA (Logistik Center Austria Süd GmbH) @ Fürnitz/Martin Hofmann
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Stabentheiner

Quality of life, work-life 
balance, sustainability, 
etc. are buzzwords that 
(could) have their origin in 
Carinthia. This is a place 
where you live and work 
between picturesque 
mountains and crystal-
clear lakes, feast on re-
gional delicacies and enjoy 
the sun’s rays.

Enjoy a
Work-Life Balance
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schools 
and around 70,000 pupils.  
They are taught by around 8,000 teachers.

380 
In Carinthia there are about  

Klagenfurt

University 
reached 52nd place worldwide, 
making it one of the best young 
universities. Around 2,000 of the 
12,000 students come from abroad 
to Klagenfurt’s campus next to Lake 
Wörthersee. They study subjects 
such as “International Business and 
Economics”, “Artificial Intelligence 
and Cybersecurity”, “Game Studies 
and Engineering”, “Applied Cultural 
Studies” or Business Informatics 
as well as studies at the technical 
faculty.

In the  
“THE Young University Rankings”, 

University 
of Education 
Carinthia.
It is part of the Entwicklungsverbund Süd-Ost 
(Development Network South-East) and thus 
integrated into a network of academic edu-
cation, further education and training for 
teachers of all school types and in minority 
education.

The educational centre for teachers, but also  
for all those who want to work in pedagogical  
fields, is the 

Carinthian University 
of Applied Sciences  
has campuses in Klagenfurt, Villach, Feldkirchen and Spittal/Drau, as well as 120 partner 
universities worldwide. 2,500 students take advantage of the innovative range of courses from 
“Civil Engineering” to “Intercultural Management”, from “Multimedia Technology” to “Disability and 
Diversity Studies” and “Digital Business Management”. Carinthia University of Applied Sciences plays 
a leading role in the field of research among Austrian universities of applied sciences.

The

Gustav Mahler
Private University of Music  
is the highest educational institution for music and drama  
in the province of Carinthia and is located in Klagenfurt.  
Every year, about 100 students from Austria and abroad start 
their artistic, pedagogical, theoretical and scientific studies at  
the GMPU.

The

EKUZ
European Climate 
and Environmental 
Education Centre  
is located in the middle of the Hohe 
Tauern National Park. The focus is 
on strengthening regional develop-
ment, transdisciplinary networking 
at national and international level, 
and raising awareness on climate 
and environmental issues through-
out Europe.

Joanneum
Research 
make it possible. At home in 
Klagenfurt: the first accredited 
test laboratory for robot safety 
in the EU!

Humans and robots working  
in teams? – The researchers at 
the Institute of Robotics and 
Mechatronics at  

of employees 
in Carinthia work in companies, universities or  
non-university research institutions in the field of  
“research & development”.

2 % 
Carinthia’s 
schools are 

multilingual.
Carinthia has many Slovenian-German- 
speaking schools, such as the Hermagoras 
School in Klagenfurt. The Europagymnasium  
in Klagenfurt and the Gymnasium St. Martin  
in Villach offer bilingual teaching in German 
and English. At the International School  
Carinthia in Velden, teachers and students 
speak English.

20

21

In a place where top-class education 
and trailblazing research work hand 
in hand, international success stories 
pretty much write themselves.

Carinthia – A Country
of Education and Research

Dual training 
in more than 

professions
Unique in Austria is the dual edu-
cation system – parallel training in 
companies and vocational schools. 
The close interlinking of theory and 
practice guarantees a high quality of 
training. An apprenticeship including 
a high school graduation certificate 
can also be offered to students in the 
course of their training in Carinthia.



Where knowledge sprouts, more knowledge grows: 15 years ago, 
a success story began with Klagenfurt’s Lakeside Science & Technology Park. 

In the meantime, the “Mini-Silicon-Valley” is considered a blueprint for further 
research and industry centres throughout the province.

Where Research
and Business Flourish

Six buildings, 14,000 square 
metres of floor space, 14 com-
panies: that was the Lakeside 
Science & Technology Park 15 
years ago. More than 30,000 
square metres of available 
space, 70 companies with 
1,400 employees – that is 
Lakeside Park today: a “mini-
silicon valley” in Klagenfurt in 
the immediate vicinity of Lake 
Wörthersee.

With Joanneum Research 
(Institute for Robotics and 
Mechatronics), the Austrian 
Institute of Technology 
(AIT), Lakeside Labs and 
the neighbouring university, 
research and science are 
also very much in focus. 
As a research institute,
 Lakeside Labs also focuses 
on the question of how tech-
nical systems can increasingly 
develop autonomously in the 
future.

Those who have settled here 
have mostly come to stay: 
for example, Augmensys, a 
specialist in the field of aug-
mented reality and recently 
awarded the Innovation and 
Research Prize of the Province 
of Carinthia; or Messfeld, a 
specialist for individual solu-
tions in the field of industrial 
measurement technology. 
Lakeside Park will continue to 
grow. The next stage of con-
struction is already underway. 
The completion of laborato-
ry and office space as well  
as an elevated garage is  
planned for the fourth  
quarter of 2021.

The fact that technology and 
research are not only the focus 
in Klagenfurt is proven by the 
second technology park in Ca-
rinthia: the High Tech Campus 
(HTC) in Villach has existed 
since 2015. Lakeside Park in 

Klagenfurt is the hub for infor-
mation and communication 
technology (ICT). The Villach 
Technology Park has made 
a name for itself worldwide, 
especially in the field of elec-
tronic-based systems (EBS).

The “Wood Carinthian Compe-
tence Centre” is by no means 
on the proverbial wooden 
path: the wood research cen-
tre deals with industrial and 
application-oriented issues 
relating to one of the oldest 
building materials known 
to mankind. Among other 
things, it deals with the coating 
of wood composites, powder 
coatings, impregnation and 
the processing of fibres of all 
kinds. A current EU showcase 
project is the production of 
high-tech products such as 
knee prostheses or aircraft 
seats from hemp fibres.

The idea of bundling and 
networking companies at 
locations has long been an 
essential part of Carinthia’s 
strategy as a business loca- 
tion. The industrial park in  
St. Veit an der Glan, for exam-
ple, focuses on an industry 
with significant future poten-
tial: environmental and energy 
technology. The topic of “solar 
energy” is represented here by 
world market leader  
GREENoneTEC, among others.

Another industrial and busi-
ness park, the “EURO NOVA”, 
has been created in the border 
triangle of Austria, Italy and 
Slovenia. 40 companies with 
720 employees are located 
in the park. The settlement of 
recycling companies and infra-
structure-intensive production 
companies is being strongly 
promoted.

The Digital Innovation Hub 
SÜD (DIH SÜD) is a compe-
tence network that supports 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs) in their digital 
transformation with expertise, 
networking and infrastruc-
ture. The goal is to sustainably 
increase productivity and 
quality, accelerate growth 
and secure competitiveness 
through concrete implemen-
tation projects in companies. 
The activities range from initial 
information, advice and qualifi-
cation to concrete innovation 
and research projects.

8 75,5
million euros were invested in 
the first expansion stages at 
Lakeside Park in Klagenfurt. 
The next expansion stages 
will be realised at a cost of 
another 30 million euros.

Benefit with your company from 
the innovative and cooperative 
network in the Carinthian  
technology parks!
Read more: carinthia.com

8 1.000
The dust-free room for cutting- 
edge research, which is cur-
rently being built especially for 
Silicon Austria Labs (SAL) on the 
High Tech Campus in Villach, 
measures 1,000 square metres.

8 40
companies are located in 
the EURO NOVA industrial 
and commercial park in the 
border triangle. One focus is 
the settlement of recycling 
companies.

8 500
jobs are to be created at the 
High Tech Campus in Villach 
by 2024. There are currently 
1,400 jobs at Lakeside Park 
in Klagenfurt.
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When the US space agency 
NASA sent humans to the 
moon for the first time in 
1969, one of the greatest 
events in history hinged on 
a small chip: the computer 
brain delivered a brave 0.043 
megahertz clock frequency.

50 years later, even smart-
watches can calculate millions 
of times faster, and complex
sensor technology is common-

place. No one knows this bet-
ter than Christina Hirschl, head 
of the Sensor Systems and 
System Integration Techno-
logies research groups and site 
manager at SAL Villach: “The 
sensors and microsystems of 
the future must become ever 
smaller, more powerful, more 
intelligent and more robust. 
They communicate wireless-
ly, make autonomous deci-
sions and generate their own 

energy. We are working on all 
these optimisations in various 
projects.”

SAL? The acronym stands 
for Silicon Austria Labs, a re-
search centre launched in 2018 
with locations in Villach, Graz 
and Linz, in which the state of 
Carinthia has a stake.

Research is conducted in 
Villach in the areas of sensor 
technology, high-frequency 
technology, power electronics, 
system integration and embed-
ded systems, and thus on tech-
nologies for the electronics- 
based systems of the future. It 
is obvious that Villach was not 
chosen by chance as a location: 
the young researchers at the 
Carinthian University of Ap-
plied Sciences are just around 
the corner, and the globally 
active semiconductor specialist 
Infineon is also only a stone’s 
throw away. Hirschl says that 
there is already cooperation 
with both: “For example, we 
are working with the Carinthian 
University of Applied Sciences 
on high-frequency technol-
ogies and new solutions for 
wireless communication in the 
joint RFFE Lab.”

Back to Carinthia as a location, 
which offers Hirschl another 
very special quality: 

Even those who research the 
future still appreciate the small 
comforts of the present. 

Silicon Austria Labs benefits 
in Villach from the nearby 

university of applied sci-
ences and from the semicon-

ductor production at  
Infineon. Small distances 
lead to big throws. Read 

more at carinthia.com

Carinthia University
of Applied Sciences

2,500 students 
5 locations /4 cities 

4 fields of study 
18 Bachelor’s degree programmes 

16 Master’s programmes

Christina Hirschl
Head of the Sensor Systems and System 
Integration Technologies research groups 
and site manager at SAL Villach

Smart devices have long determined our everyday lives. Silicon Austria Labs 
(SAL) works in Villach at the interface of research and business – and on the 
fascinating technologies that will accompany our future.

Where Great Minds
Think Alike

With its proximity to Italy and 
Slovenia and the numerous leisure 
opportunities, Villach offers our 
international employees a good 
work-life balance.
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Beginning with the Neolithic 
Revolution, other decisive 
competitive advantages came 
to the fore: now those civilisa-
tions prevailed that were bet-
ter organised in terms of the 
division of labour, ones that 
developed a superior culture 
of cooperation and produced 
more powerful technologies.
 

Today we live in a world socie-
ty, we are globally networking 
economically and techno-
logically, interdependent in 
many ways and at the same 
time connected with each 
other in competition. Conse-
quently, this means that we 
are all in the same boat. The 
world population is growing, 
and everyone is striving for a 
standard of living that comes 
at a high price: a gigantic 
energy demand, an increasing 

resource problem and plane-
tary pollution that is destroy-
ing our ecosystems and thus 
our economic and livelihood 
basis. However, the “Spaceship 
Earth” has no emergency exit 
(Paul Crutzen, Peter Sloterdijk 
et al.).

In the face of global chal lenges, 
it is a matter of construc- 
tive competition for the best 
ideas and (eco-)innovations 
that benefit everyone, i.e., that 
provide companies, emp-
loyees and consumers long-
term economic prospects for 
the future and at the same 
time protect our resources, 
thus are also ecologically 
sustainable. Beyond profit 
orientation, the central ques-
tion is what social added value 
can be provided by people, 
companies and responsible 
politics. This is a challenge that 
requires interdisciplinary think-
ing and cross-organisational 
and cross-institutional action!

Meaning, which ultimately 
gives us humans the satisfying 
feeling of doing something 
sensible, arises at the interface 
of organisations and compa-
nies to the social whole, in 
their contribution to the public 
good, philosophically speaking: 
to the good life! This also in-
cludes an intact environment. 
But how can we shape this 
change in the best possible 
way and live more sustainably 
by securing our standard of 
living – better still: a desirable 
quality of life – while at the 
same time protecting the 
 environment and resources as 
much as possible?

Nature is the most success-
ful innovation department 
on our planet; from nature 
we can learn future compe-
tence and sustainable ma-
nagement (Franz Alt). Nothing 
is wasted in nature, everything 
is recycled: bioeconomy at 

its best! In view of our future 
 viability and Darwin’s insight, 
our challenge and responsibi-
lity in the Anthropocene is to 
preserve nature’s eco-services 
and thus our natural liveli-
hoods by all possible means 
and to adapt our economies to 
them. We now have the know-
ledge and know-how to use 
renewable solar energy and 
renewable raw materials sus-
tainably, as well as to estab- 
lish a recycling and circular 
economy to recover and reuse 
unavoidable waste: Cradle to 
Cradle (Michael Braungart) is 
possible if we want it!

With its innovative compa-
nies, its networked research 
landscape and its political will, 
Carinthia has a predestined 
environment in which this 
philosophy can be implemen-
ted and developed in a special 
way. An interdisciplinary 
“landscape of knowledge” and 

a “culture of cooperation” in 
the midst of a largely intact, 
liveable environment that in-
vites innovative entrepreneurs 
in a special way to settle here 
and invest in the future. The 
best conditions for networking, 
developing cooperatively and 
contributing to sustainable 
development in a competitive 
and responsible manner.

The field 
has been prepared.

Let’s do it! 
It’s our life!

The evolutionary biologist Charles Darwin found 
out that it is not the strongest or most intelligent 
species that survives, but the one that responds best 
to change. In the short history of humankind, the 
same was true for by far the longest time: people 
lived from and with nature.

Prof. Dr. Horst Peter Groß
Philosopher and President of the

Universitäts.club|Wissenschaftsverein Kärnten 
guest commentary

Notes on a Location
of the Future

“Spaceship Earth” has 
no emergency exit
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Hayat, who comes from Pa-
kistan, moved to Trento, Italy, 
for her Master’s degree. After 
that, she wanted to stay close 
to Italy. So, eight years ago she 
landed in Klagenfurt, where a 
supportive environment await-
ed her: “I was immediately 
integrated into an internation-
al, tech-savvy team. Lakeside 
Labs and the university are still 
my place to be”.

In October 2020, she addi-
tionally founded her own 
 company. While in the past 
each drone had to be con-
trolled individually in swarms, 
she offers technologies 
that require fewer control 
 devices. These are to be used, 
among other things, in the ob-
servation of large alpine areas.

Hayat spent two years prepar-
ing her start-up, with support 
from the KWF and the build! 
incubator. Currently, Samira 
Hayat, whose company is unri-
valled on the Austrian market, 
is supported by the Austria 
Wirtschaftsservice.

Europe’s largest drone flight hall is located in  
Klagenfurt’s Lakeside Park. It was initiated by the 
Swiss Stephan Weiss, who moved from NASA’s  
Jet Propulsion Laboratory to the University of  
Klagenfurt in 2015. 

With an area of 150 m2 and a 
height of 10 metres, the drone 
hangar operated by the 
University of Klagenfurt is di-
rectly adjacent to Joanneum 
Research’s robotics research 
centre. Weiss’s team is working 
here on, among other things, 
navigation technology that 
can be used to explore foreign 
planets with drones.

“I feel like I am at the navel of 
the world here,” says Stephan 
Weiss when asked what is so 
special about Klagenfurt and 
the university. “Other cultures 
have different perspectives 
on technology. Carinthia is 
incredibly rich, culturally. This 
promotes innovation.”

Stephan Weiss came to Klagen-
furt from the USA at the age of 
34 to promote the expansion of 
the drone hub. Before that, he 
had completed his dissertation 
at ETH Zurich. His children were 
born in Carinthia: “They are 
looked after directly at Lakeside 
Park while I am in the office,” 
he says, appreciating the family 
friendliness. 

In his free time, Stephan Weiss 
takes to the skies like his 
drones – as a paraglider on the 
Gerlitze or the Radsberg. Weiss 
cooperates with partners all 
over the world and in Carinthia, 
for example, currently fund-
ed by the Austrian Research 
Promotion Agency with the 
Springer machine factory. The 
goal: the automation of a  
forestry crane.

Samira Hayat came to the University of 
Klagenfurt for her dissertation. And she stayed 
after completing her studies. Today she works 
on drone swarms in her own company.

Not just a small gear 
in a large clockwork: 
here you can actually 
make a difference. Lakeside and 

Technology Park
70,000 m2 

70 companies 
1,400 employees

In Carinthia, research, 
business and education 

work hand in hand. 
Read more: carinthia.com

Samira Hayat
Drone researcher and founder

Stephan Weiss
Professor for Control of Networked 
Systems at the Institute for Intelligent 
System Technologies
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From NASA to
Lake Wörthersee

Success story

From Pakistan to Lakeside Labs
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A Lot of Small Data 
instead of Big Data

When Google and Co. in Silicon 
Valley process data centrally, 
there are two problems: it 
arrives with a delay and data 
protection is threatened.  
“But if smartphones, for 
example, fulfil the function 
of mini-clouds, we don’t 
have to trust a central office, 
instead the data is in the 
hands of a democratic sys-
tem in the form of a block-
chain. We save resources 
– and thus also energy,”  
says Radu Prodan.

Prodan’s path led him from 
Cluj-Napoca in Romania to 
Vienna and Innsbruck, from 
where he applied for his first 
full professorship. “I fol lowed 

the standard path of a  
professor in the competitive 
academic world. That makes 
me proud,” says the re- 
searcher who likes to play 
indoor football.

With Radu Prodan, additional 
highly endowed third-party 
funded projects came to the 
university. But BABEG also pro-
vides support: together with 
the Italian company Onda TLC, 
which provides 5G devices, the 
team is testing cutting-edge 
technologies in the
5G Playground.

A world full of data: A research group at the 
University of Klagenfurt is relying on distribution 
to cope with the flood of data. At the head of the 
17-member team from 7 countries is Radu Prodan, 
who came to Klagenfurt in 2018.

Gordon Moore  
formulated Moore’s 

Law in 1965, which 
states that the 
speed of compu-
ting systems will 
always double 
every 18 months. Of 

course, these rates 
of increase are not 
enough to cope with 

the increased vol-
ume of data. There-
fore, it’s important 
to interpret and 
filter the data in 
such a way that only 

the information that 

is important is pro- 

cessed further.

Melanie Schranz is a Carin-
thian who has stayed. “When 
you are somewhere else every 
month due to EU projects, 
you are glad to have a centre 
of life with high quality like 
Klagenfurt. Everything I need, 
whether for work or leisure, 
is right on my doorstep here,” 
she tells us.

Her focus is swarm intelligence 
in cyber-physical systems in 
which software and hardware 
interact intelligently. Schranz 
is working, among other 
things, on the arrangement 
of machines in production 
halls of Infineon together 

with the young company 
Novonex.
 

Her daily routine is English-
speaking, and her colleagues 
come from Russia, Morocco, 
Pakistan, India and Italy. The 
funding bodies for their proj-
ects range from the European 
Union to KWF or BABEG. In the 
meantime, many of her coop-
eration partners are techno-
logy companies in Carinthia: 
“The network is getting denser 
and denser.”

This is the case for 
Melanie Schranz, who 
works as a project 
manager at Lakeside 
Labs and also teaches 
at the Faculty of 
Technology at the 
neighbouring 
University 
of Klagenfurt.

Melanie Schranz
Project Manager, 

Lecturer at the 
University of Klagenfurt

Radu Prodan
Professor at the 

Institute for 
Information 

Technology at 
the University of 

Klagenfurt, 
researches and 

saves energy 
with blockchain 

technology.

We have everything
we need here.

University of Klagenfurt
12,000 students 
4 faculties
18 Bachelor’s programmes 
27 Master’s programmes
13 teacher training subjects 
5 doctoral programmes

Young people are also 
being catered to: a Lake-
side Labs team is working 
with children to design 
swarm robots on the sub-
ject of circular economy. It 
is a matter of honour that 
the plastic used in the 3D 
printers is recycled. In Carinthia, an international research network 

that is constantly expanding awaits you and your 
company. More:  carinthia.com

At Home in Klagenfurt 
and on the Road in Europe
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KLAGENFURT

WOLFSBERG

VÖLKERMARKT

ST. VEITFELDKIRCHEN

SPITTAL

HERMAGOR VILLACH
Fürnitz

St. Paul

Arnoldstein

Klagenfurt

Lakeside Science & Technology Park 

Economy
Companies from the focus area ICT
build! Start-up Centre 

Research
Joanneum Research Robotics & Mechatronics Institute 
Lakeside Labs
Fraunhofer Austria Research GmbH
AIT (Austrian Institute of Technology)

Education
University of Klagenfurt
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences 
Educational Lab

Villach

Villach Science & Technology Area (VISTA) and High Tech 
Campus (HTC)

Economy
Companies from the focal area of microelectronics
build! Business incubator
Silicon Alps Cluster

Research
Silicon Austria Labs (Research Centre for Microelectronics) 
ASSIC (Austrian Smart Systems Integration Research Center) 
KAI (Competence Center Automotive and Industrial Electronics)

Education
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences

Data basis
and all detailed 

figures
can be found here:

Economic Structure 
of Carinthia

St. Veit
Wood Carinthian Competence 
Center (W3C)

Industrial Park  
locations: St. Veit, Arnoldstein, 
Völkermarkt

Klagenfurt Trade Fair

St. Paul
Greensite Technology Park 
(under development)

University of Applied Sciences 
locations: Klagenfurt,  
Feldkirchen, Villach, Spittal

Fürnitz
LCA Logistik Center Austria Süd GmbH
Dry Port
ÖBB Terminal

Number of 
employed persons 
according to sectors

Total number
of employees

Intermunicipal Industrial Park 
Carnic Region 
Hermagor

7,
38

4 

6,127

4,321

4,130

4,671

9,893

2,057

30,556

5,891

31,004
71,400

16,548

7,942

11,230

20,423

22,508

12,768

9,918
3,982

4,756

9,4614,
04

0

of which 5,546 in the 
technology sectorProduction of goods

Technology sector

15,000 – 30,000

Health, social services,  
education, administration

under 15,000 

Trade, repair

over 30,000 

over 70,000

Business services

Construction

Accommodation 
and catering

of which 2,642 in the 
technology sector

of which 1,426 in the 
technology sector

2,931

976

5,530

1,320

981

774

787

2,113

5,521

1,518

3,789

1,
69

1

2,2
19

1,802

1,378

1,366

2,612
3,401

1,853

1,270

1,
26

9

2,602

1,224

1,
91

5

1,028

2,
75

5

1,385

4,
27

7



Austria’s
Research Centre

Norse iron from Carinthia
helped the Romans to a world empire, 

and know-how, technology 
and exports are still the pillars of this 

place today. But where ore was 
laboriously mined and processed until 

modern times, digitalisation now 
determines the economic 

policy agenda of the technology 
country in the south.

More information about Carinthia 
as a future-oriented business location: 

carinthia.com

34

35

Competitiveness
Europe and the world are  
Carinthia’s market, so 
thinking and borders must be 
open. An essential factor is  
the wavering common history 
at the intersection of three 
cultures, languages and, for 
a long time, political systems. 
Carinthia is therefore well 
equipped to compete. 

Education &  
skilled workers
Carinthia needs the best in 
order to achieve top perfor-
mance in all economic sectors. 
This commitment extends 
from primary schools to uni-
versities as well as universities 
of applied sciences, which 
make a significant contribution 
to meeting the demand for 
skilled workers in business 
and technology.

Digitisation,  
innovation &  
infrastructure  
development 
Road, rail, but especially data 
highways based on fibre 
optics are the prerequisite 
for a successful economic and 
living space in the 21st century. 
Carinthia is expanding all of 
these areas.

Smart  
administration
The public administration 
keeps up with the changes  
in the economy and is a 
constructive partner for  
businesses: Carinthia is thus 
on its way to becoming the 
most business-friendly  
province in Austria.
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Production Processes 
as a Computer Game

Klagenfurt am Wörthersee
Provincial capital 

101,000 inhabitants 
446 m above the Adriatic Sea

Where the 
boundaries between the 

real world and virtual 
reality become blurred: 

the computer experts 
at Sensolligent develop 

virtual simulators to 
optimise the processes 

of industrial plants in 
order to increase their 

productivity.

Process optimisation
on the “digital twin” Manufacturing

Art and Culture

Völkermarkt 
District capital 

11,000 inhabitants 
462 m above the Adriatic Sea

When Swiss precision 
and Carinthian 
manufacturing skills 
come together, it can 
result in 50 years of 
success, as in the 
case of Wild GmbH 
in Völkermarkt, and 
also in a unique 
cultural hotspot.

The collection of over 3,000 exhibits can be admired in the spectacular Museum 
Liaunig and is a good example of the interplay between art and business in 
Carinthia. Another would be something like the annual “Kunst im Werk” concert 
of Treibacher Industrie AG.

In the beginning, there was the 
contract manufacturing of pre-
cision measuring instruments 
such as the “Theodolit”, which 
was used to measure large 
parts of the world and was 
the epitome of reliability and 
accuracy for a long time. In the 
mid-1990s, under the man-
agement of the well-known 
Austrian entrepreneur and art 
collector Herbert Liaunig, Wild 
decided on a new direction: 
the unique combination of 
knowledge in the fields of 
optics, precision mechanics, 
electronics, software and 
assembly technology were 
decisive factors for success.

The company developed from 
a single producer to a system 
partner with strong develop-

mental competence, which is 
also in great demand interna-
tionally today.

In his private life, Herbert 
Liaunig enlivened the Carin-
thian cultural scene with his 
Museum Liaunig in Neuhaus 
near Völkermarkt. Incidentally, 
this is one of the many exam-
ples of the close interweaving 
of culture and business in the 
province.

Whereas computers are 
usually used to design objects 
digitally and then have them 
actually take on the desired 
form through CAM or 3D print-
ing, founder and managing di-
rector Michael Gruber and his 
team are going in the opposite 
direction: with the help of 
high-performance hardware 
and software, virtual images 
of real production lines are 
created and brought to life 
through state-of-the-art 3D 
programmes.

Now production processes can 
be optimised without affect-
ing the running machines. 
Overloading of components is 
detected before they actually 
fail. Parameters, interfaces and 
operating states can be tested 
without hindering processes 
in reality or endangering the 
equipment.

Partnership
With Springer Maschinen-
fabrik, the start-up was man-
aged to convince a strong part-
ner from the Lakeside Science 
& Technology Park ecosystem. 
Together, industrial digitalisa-
tion and Industry 4.0 will be 
optimised and continuously 
developed.

Herbert Liaunig 
Behind the success of Wild GmbH
is also a major art collector.
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The high-tech location 
of Villach is well pos-
itioned internationally 
with big players such as 
Intel and Infineon – and 
it is at peace with itself 
and the environment.

Austria’s largest research dust-
free room is being built at the 
High Tech Campus in Villach/
St. Magdalen. The 3,000- 
square-metre, 14-million- 
euro facility is needed for 
the cutting-edge research 
of the “Silicon Austria Labs” 
(SAL) in the field of micro- 
and nano-electronics. By 
2023, 160 scientists will be 
employed at SAL, and a total 
of 112 million euros will be 
invested in the facility.

The class 1 cleanrooms will go 
into operation at the end of 
2021. This means that in 28 
litres of air, no more than one 
dust particle over 0.5 micro-
metres in diameter is allowed 
to float around.

In the operating theatre, there 
are between 1,000 and 10,000 
such mini-dust particles, in 
breathing air one million. 
But only in a perfectly clean 
and temperature-controlled 
environment can defect-free 
power semiconductors be pro-
duced that can not only per-
form many functions, but also 
save energy and thus carbon 
dioxide: In 2019 alone,  
Infineon chips from Villach 

In the Middle of the
Silicon Alps

The well-developed microelec-
tronics cluster in Villach is your 
springboard for international 
cooperation in this field. More 
information: carinthia.com

Villach
District capital 

61,000 inhabitants 
501 m above the Adriatic Sea

saved a massive 8.4 million 
tonnes of CO2-equivalent 
worldwide – four times  
Austria’s annual car emissions.

Intel inside
But Infineon is not the only 
global player in Villach. Intel, 
a globally active IT group with 
several locations in Austria, 
also operates two research 

and development centres here 
for future network generations 
and digital home networks.

They are working on innova-
tive mixed-signal architectures 
and RF solutions for broad-
band communication, wireless 
communication and internet 
chips. Intel semiconductor 
solutions are used world-
wide by leading network 
op erators, mobile phone 
 manufacturers and PC and 
tablet manufacturers. For 
this, Intel was awarded the 
Special Prize for Innovation 
Culture by the Carinthian 
Economic Promotion Fund 
on behalf of the Province of 
Carinthia.

Infineon produces  
8.5 billion chips a year 

at its Villach site – 
more than there are 

people on earth.  
A new production 
facility for 300-mil-
limetre thin wafers 

– at 1.6 billion euros 

by 2025 THE LARGEST 

PRIVATE INVEST-
MENT IN AUSTRIA 
– will secure produc-

tion in the medium 

term, and with it the 

high-tech location of 

Villach.
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Data worth  
billions is stored 
in the Anexia 
World Wide Cloud
The entrepreneurial career of 
Alexander Windbichler, 33, 
began even before he finished 
school: at the age of 16 he pro-
vided storage space in the still 
quite new medium of the inter-

net (the term “cloud” did not 
even exist yet) and developed 
his own web hosting services 
for more than 60,000 custom-
ers at that time. Today, with 
250 employees, Anexia offers 
burglar-proof web hosting at 
90 locations worldwide, some 
of which are heavily guarded 
digitally. In addition, it has its 
own European backbone and 
multiple protected storage 
space for brands such as Net-
flix, Lufthansa, AirBnB, REWE, 
Electronic Arts, BMW and 
Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi 
with a value in the high dou-
ble-digit billions. Well-known 
media are already reporting on 
“Europe’s answer to Amazon 
and Google”.

Windbichler, founder and 
mastermind, is comfortable 
with this position: Asia and 
North America have their cloud 
pro viders, Anexia wants to take 
over this role in Europe. The 
fact that the EU wants to redu-
ce its dependence on US provi-
ders, especially for data traffic, 
and build European solutions 
could play into the Carinthian 
company’s hands.

The future 
belongs to the 
video stream
They have been the stars of the 
start-up scene since 2018 at 
the latest. Back then, Bitmo-
vin founders Stefan Lederer, 
Christopher Müller and 
Christian Timmerer raised 30 
million dollars from an inter-
national round of investors. 
Video streaming has become 
the dominant format for media 
consumption of sports, news, 
films and theatre and provides 
the Klagenfurt-based company, 
whose official headquarters is 
now in the US state of Dela-
ware, with enormous market 
potential. Today, video is of 
significant importance for all 
social media platforms, many 
other internet players and 
increasingly also for traditional 

companies and educational 
institutions. Bitmovin ensures 
that the images learn to run 
according to the latest global 
standards.

The customers of the IT com-
pany, which now has more 
than 150 employees and is 
one of the most relevant tech 
companies in Austria, include 
the New York Times, Twitter 
and its live video app Perisco-
pe, Sling, the Red Bull Media 
House and ProSieben. They are 
all bringing Bitmovin co-foun-
der Stefan Lederer and his 
team closer to their big goal: 
to one day be listed on the 
New York Stock Exchange on 
NASDAQ and be allowed to 
ring the stock exchange bell.

Data Clouds
Made in Carinthia

Klagenfurt  
am Wörthersee

Headquarters of Anexia 
Word Wide Cloud [WWC] 

with more than 90 data 
centres.

Razor-sharp videos 
from the web that can 
be played smoothly on 

screens of all kinds: This 
is the recipe for success 
of Bitmovin, which was 

founded in 2012 as a 
spin-off by three compu-

ter science students at 
the University of Klagen-
furt and now has offices 
in San Francisco, Chica-

go, Seattle, New York, 
the Netherlands, China, 

Hong Kong, Brazil, Berlin 
and Vienna.  

How to conquer the world from Carinthia and 
challenge giants like Amazon, Microsoft or Alibaba 
is demonstrated by the IT service provider Anexia, 
based in Klagenfurt.

When Images Learned to 
Walk on the Internet

A well-developed ecosystem in the field 
of information and communication 
technologies has formed in Klagenfurt, 
which is always open to new partners: 
carinthia.com

Carinthia as a 
business location 
is very important 
for us, as we not 
only founded 
our company 
here, but also 
have access to a 
large talent pool. 
The proximity 
to the Alpen-Ad-
ria University, 
with which we 
work closely on 
research topics 
(Athena project), 
also plays a deci-
sive role here. It 
is precisely this 
talent pool that is 
one of Carinthia’s 
great strengths.
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Where Nature
and Economy Work
Hand in Hand

The “Green Deal” is not a future 
project in Carinthia, but a reality 
that has been lived for a long 
time. That is why Carinthia as 
a business location also offers 
ideal conditions for CO2-neutral 
production. Fossil fuels and raw 
materials were replaced by re-
newable ones at an early stage. 
Today, 100% of the state’s own 
electricity demand is covered 
by renewable energies. The 
share of renewable energies 
from biomass in the district 
heating network of the pro-
vincial capital of Klagenfurt 
is 91.6%. In addition, the prov-
ince’s companies are leaders in 
organic farming, big players in 
cross-laminated timber con-
struction and generally always 
at the forefront when it comes 
to the comprehensive use of 
renewable raw materials and 
bringing nature and the econo-
my together in a future-proof 
way.
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In Carinthia, we work in a resource-conserving way wherever possible 
and respect nature. No wonder, then, that we are already one step ahead 

in the future topic of bioeconomy. The bio-based economy in Carinthia 
today already employs an estimated 27,000 people and generates a gross 

value added of around 1.5 billion euros. Numerous applications in many 
sectors show that the much-cited “Green Deal” has long been a lived 

economic reality here.

Everything Organic,
Even the Economy!

In Waldland Kärnten, the focus 
is naturally on wood as a raw 
material. With 592,000 hect-
ares, Carinthia has the second 
highest proportion of forest 
in Austria, and along the for-
estry-wood-paper value chain 
alone, Carinthia has about 
20,000 jobs.

Carinthian companies such 
as the HASSLACHER Group 
in Sachsenburg, the Offner 
Group in Wolfsberg, Stora 
Enso WP in Bad St. Leonhard 
and Theurl Timber Structures 
in Steinfeld are breaking new 
ground in timber construction. 
The cross-laminated timber 
(CLT) they produce – prefabri-
cated, glued timber modules 
– is the renewable building 
material of the future. World-
wide, one fifth of it could come 
from Carinthia in the future. 

Not to mention the cross- 
laminated timber experts at 
FunderMax in St. Veit and the 
W3C competence centre are 
based there, and they are 
researching the renewable 
and recyclable materials of 
the future. The world’s most 
modern producer of sack kraft 
paper, Mondi in Frantschach, 
recycles waste paper (= wood) 
into paper and pulp, while Pe-
ter Seppele GmbH in Feistritz/
Drau is developing a bio-cer-
tified alternative insulating 
material based on cellulose.

The timber construction 
professionals at Griffnerhaus, 
on the other hand, help home 
builders realise their dream 
of owning their own home 
through ecological construc-
tion with sustainable raw 
materials from local forests.

The second major pillar of 
the bioeconomy in Carinthia 
is the agricultural sector. 
Carinthia’s fields are 100% 
GMO-free, and 24.8% are even 
farmed organically – a top val-
ue in Europe! Here, too, things 
are climate-friendly: nowhere 

else are so few greenhouse 
gases emitted per kilogramme 
of meat/milk/eggs. 

The products of the family 
farms also taste particularly 
good and are of the highest 
quality, as proven by the 
“Slow Food Kärnten” initiative 
and the quality management 
of “Genussland Kärnten”.

The manufacturer of slicing 
machines S.A.M. Kuchler Elec-
tronics then skilfully combines 
the two pillars of wood and 
food with its compostable film 
for food packaging “Bio- 
SAMPAK”, produced in Klagen-
furt and protected throughout 
Europe. Organic innovation? 
We can do that in Carinthia!

Benefit directly from the CO2-free energy 
in Carinthia with your company, 

and learn more about it at   
carinthia.com
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At the very end of 
the value chain, 
the biomass 
district heating 
plants in the prov-
ince strike and 
contribute to Ca-
rinthia being able 
to cover 100% of 
its own electricity 
demand from re-
newable energy.

In Waldland Kärnten, the focus is naturally on wood as a 
raw material. With 592,000 hectares, the province has the 
second highest proportion of woodland in Austria.

© Regionmarketing Carinthia/Michael Stabentheiner



Renewable 
on Water and Land 

Carinthia is responding 
smartly and intelligent-
ly to the challenges of 
globalisation and the 
climate crisis. Agile  
thinking and resolute 
action are driving the 
state forward in a  
forceful connection 
with its natural re-
sources and are giving 
the economic and living 
location a measurable 
developmental lead in 
the transition to a  
dynamic bioeconomy.   

With a share of renewable 
energy of 55.1%, Carinthia is 
the leader in Austria and ranks 
among the top in Europe.

The beautiful south owes this 
mainly to hydropower. The 
electricity comes from well 
over 500 hydroelectric pow-
er plants, including Austria’s 
largest hydroelectric power 
plant, the Malta Main Stage 
pumped storage power plant 
in the Möll Valley with an out-
put of 730 MW.

Carinthia is a sunshine state, 
and when it comes to the 
expansion of renewables, it 
relies above all on photovol-
taics: not only is it home to 
Robert Kanduth, the pioneer 
of the solar collector, who 
wrote a piece of innovative 
Carinthian economic history 
with the first self-welded solar 
panels out of his now famous 
garage with the later world 
market leader GREENoneTEC. 
A large-scale photovoltaic 
plant with electricity for 
10,000 households was also 
recently put into operation. 
This powerful combination 
of valuable natural resources 
and the know-how of numer-
ous companies about energy 
production on water and on 
land is the basis for maintain-
ing Carinthia’s position as a 
European pioneer in the use of 
renewable forms of energy in 
the future.

Central Carinthia, situated between the 
large cities of Klagenfurt and Villach, has 
more than 250,000 inhabitants and thus 
counts as a EU metropolitan region.

Carinthia has a powerful combination of valuable natural 
resources and the know-how of numerous companies about 
energy production on water and on land.

Carinthia 
becomes the 
first hydrogen 
model region 
in Austria.

Benefit directly from attractive subsidies 
for switching to renewable energy. 

More info: carinthia.com

H2Carinthia – a project of the 
province of Carinthia and the 
hydrogen research company 
HyCentA GmbH – is making an 
important contribution to  
decarbonisation in the prov-
ince with the research proj-
ects H2Pioneer and ReHyB. 
Above all, the two projects 
demons trate the versatility 
and  efficiency of hydrogen 
through the possibility, for 
the first time in Europe, of 
combining energy production, 
industry and mobility through 
the dual use of hydrogen.

The Green Tech Cluster, 
in turn, is an international-
ly top-rated network that 
strengthens companies in their 
growth with green innovations. 
The cooperation of Carinthia 
and Styria in this cluster pro-
vides Carinthian companies 
in the fields of photovoltaics, 
biomass, hydropower and 
recycling with international 
visibility, joint innovation 
opportunities and a valuable 
network.
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Bioeconomy
at a Glance agricultural 

land 
in Carinthia is farmed organically.  
A comparison: Germany’s  
organically farmed agricultural  
land is only 10.2%.

24.8% of

87%
of the state’s land   
is used for agriculture and forestry 
by farms, making Carinthia one of 
the top regions in Europe in this 
respect.

55%  
renewable
energy sources 
make up the total share of final consumption.
This is an absolute top value in Austria
and Europe.

Electricity 
from
Carinthia 
almost entirely from 
renewable energies
Electricity from Carinthia is already 
generated to 100% from renewable 
energies, heat to over 70%, district 
heating even to 90%.

CO2- 
neutral and 
nuclear-
free 
energy supply
Carinthia has set itself the goal of 
CO2-neutral and nuclear-free ener-
gy supply for electricity and heat 
by 2025.

Carinthia’s fields
are farmed  

100% 
GMO-free.

of Klagenfurt’s
district heating 
needs 
are covered by the use of biomass.

90% 

Biomass is 
number 1
Biomass is the number 1 renewable energy 
source in Carinthia, ahead of hydropower. 
This is in line with the Austrian trend.
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Carinthia

62.1%
of Carinthia’s 
land area is 
covered with 
forest. 
One cubic metre of wood 
used in the long term 
binds 1 tonne of CO2. 
In Austria, a total of 47.6% 
of the land area is covered 
with forest.
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Germany

Biomasse Kärnten
Biomasse Österreich
Kernenergie EU

Carinthia is 
Austria’s 
battery 
The pumped storage power plants are a 
central component in maintaining security of 
supply in the electricity sector. In total, about 
5 million MWh of electricity are generated 
from hydropower in Carinthia.



Klagenfurt am 
Wörthersee

The company history of S.A.M. Kuchler 
started back in 1971 with a ground-
breaking innovation. At that time, the 
entrepreneur and inventor Fritz 
Kuchler brought the world’s first 
electronically controlled slicing 
machine onto the market. This miracle 
laid the foundation for the establish-
ment of the modern company with an 
extensive development department 
and its own production in Klagenfurt.

Today, the Kuchler Group builds the 
most innovative slicers and packaging 
equipment for sausages and cheeses, 
from manual slicers to fully networka-
ble packaging robots. All devices  
are still developed and produced 
exclusively in Klagenfurt.

This is also where the company’s latest 
innovation, Bio-SamPak, was created: 
the first delicatessen packaging 
made from renewable raw materials. 
The innovative packaging for sausages 
and cheese offers the same hygiene 
and shelf-life standards as plastic and 
is fully compostable at the same time. 
Not even arable land is “consumed” for 
the production of the film, but specially 
cultivated tree plantations are used. 
GMO-free, of course.
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Cut by Cut
to Organic Innovation

In the 1970s, S.A.M. 
Kuchler not only inven-
ted the first electronically 
controlled slicing machine, 
but to this day holds more 
than 500 patents. Among 
other things, a newly 
developed, fully compost-
able film for sausages and 
cheeses.

Christoph Kulterer
CEO of the HASSLACHER Group

Constantin Kuchler 
Managing Director, S.A.M. Kuchler

We have a central location, 
few traffic jams and great 

people in the country. 
I think we in Carinthia have 

a certain “roll-up-your-sleeves” 
mentality that I like and 

identify with.

Carinthia offers the HASSLACHER Group ideal conditions 
for establishing itself as an innovation leader in modern 

timber construction, above all due to its excellent ecological 
orientation with plenty of forest and renewable resources.

The HASSLACHER Group, 
based in Sachsenburg in 
the upper Drau Valley, 
is one of the leading 
timber industry 
companies in Europe. 
Their cross-laminated 
timber elements are 
even used for 
warehouses in China.

Founded in 1901, the family 
business employs more than 
1,500 people at eight produc-
tion sites in Austria, Germany, 
Slovenia and Russia. All over 
the world, customers of  
HASSLACHER NORICA TIMBER 
rely on their top wood  
quality, optimal logistics and 
coordination.

Whether apartment build-
ings, large factory halls 
or even high-rise wooden 
buildings, CLT elements 
(cross-laminated timber) are 
not only safe to build with, 

but also sustainable. The raw 
material wood comes from a 
maximum of 100 km around 
the factory!

Carinthia is the ideal location 
for this. The raw material 
is available in abundance, 
and the know-how has grown 
just as naturally. Soon, a fifth 
of the world’s production of 
cross-laminated timber, the 
renewable building material 
of the future, could come from 
Austria’s south.
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Grown in Carinthia,
Successful

All over the World

© SAM Kuchler
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Carinthian Industry
in Figures

production
sector 
The manufacturing sector 
(production of material goods, 
mining, construction, energy 
and water supply) has a share 
of 34.3% (2019) in regional gross 
value added in Carinthia. 
In Austria, this is only 28.6%.

34.3% 

Industry is the main driver of Carin thian 
exports. In 2019, goods worth 8.092 
billion euros were exported. The most 
important products in exports are boilers, 
machinery, apparatus and mechanical 
devices ahead of electrical machinery, 
apparatus and electrotechnical goods and 
wood.

8.092 billion
euros
from industry 

employees 
work in industry
Of the 216,025 dependent 
employees, almost half work 
in industry or in services 
cooperating with it.

45% of
gross value 
added 
including cooperating services 
(“servoindustrial sector”)

55% 

The most important  
export destinations 
of Carinthian
industry

Germany
2,309.7 million euros

Italy
805.1 million euros

electrical machinery and 
goods 1.262 billion euros

plastics and
plastic goods
0.435 billion euros

machinery/boilers/
mechanical equipment 
1.841 billion euros

Total 7.423
billion euros

Slovenia
348.9 million euros

China
280.9 million euros

Malaysia
278.9 million euros
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Write your success story 
in the industrial state of Carinthia.

https://kaernten.iv.at/de/industrieland-karnten/zahlen-und-fakten/

wood and wood products 
0.606 billion euros

The strongest 
sectors of
industry
(Product groups 2019 according to export)



Smart, Energy-saving
and CO2-neutral Waste Bins

Dellach
The Upper Drau Valley near Dellach is 
an economic area thousands of years 
old that has always remained fit for the 
future.

The injection moulding experts from EUROPLAST in Dellach im Drautal not only 
produce the waste containers that make recycling possible, but also protect 
the environment by working in a CO2-neutral way and keeping the weight of 
their transport containers low in order to save energy. At the same time, they 
rely on the easy digitalisation of their products.

Treibacher Industrie AG has 
been in existence since 1898 
and has been committed to 
innovation in the chemical 
industry from the very 
beginning. This may be due 
to its founder...

Carl Auer von Welsbach, the inventor 
of the igniter in the lighter, the metal 
filament lamp and the incandescent 
mantle for gas light. The creator of the 
OSRAM brand and discoverer of four 
chemical elements founded Treibacher 
Industrie AG near Althofen in 1898 and 
settled in Carinthia.

The world’s
leading chemical
company
With such a founder, it is no wonder 
that the internationally active chemical 
group still lives by the motto “inno-
vation is our tradition”. Today, the 
“Treibachers” are world leaders in the 
business fields of advanced ceramics, 
hard metals, rare earths and chemicals, 
environmental catalysts and pharma-
ceutical chemicals as well as steel and 
foundry industry. Production still takes 
place in Althofen and Arnoldstein in 
Upper Carinthia, but also in Breitungen, 
Toronto, Shanghai and Tokyo.

Less weight: 
less energy 
consumption
EUROPLAST’s injection moulded 
products enable the transport of goods 
and waste. This transport consumes 
energy. The developers therefore keep 
the weight of the containers as low as 
possible. Lightweight construction for 
waste containers, so to speak, and a 
real pioneering achievement on the 
market.

CO2-neutral production 
and smart waste 
separation
In general, the resourceful Upper 
Carinthians are considered pioneers in 
the development of new, resource-sa-
ving production processes. To protect 
the environment, they have their own 
recycling plant and operate a CO2-neu-
tral production. And digitalisation does 
not stop at injection moulded products 
either: for example, a new standard 
container that can be digitalised was 
developed for waste separation in 
urban areas. Thanks to a fill level sen-
sor, the smart waste bins automatically 
report to the waste collection service 
when they are full.
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Rene Haberl
Member of the board 
Treibacher Industrie AG

Arthur Primus
Managing Director EUROPLAST

Chemical Innovation
with a Long History

I know of no other region where quality
of life and productivity can merge like

in Carinthia.

Treibacher Industrie AG was founded in 1898
in Althofen/Carinthia. With a 100 million euro
investment in the coming years, we are
securing the location in Carinthia for further 
decades. This is only possible thanks to the 
appropriate infrastructure, the support of our 
owners, politics and business, as well as 
competent specialists in the state.

© Europlast
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In search
of new
wood paths

Founded in 1972 and headquartered in Glanegg in central Carinthia, 
HIRSCH has become the leading processor in the EPS and EPP industry with the 

production of polystyrene and machines. Today, as the HIRSCH Servo Group, 
it employs 1,600 people at 28 production sites throughout Europe.

Small Regional
Company Becomes an

International Player

In the beginning, there was a small Ca-
rinthian company of local importance, 
specialising in the production of protec-
tive transport packaging made of poly-
styrene. Then HIRSCH Porozell quickly 
developed into the core of a steadily 
expanding group of companies.

The company’s entry into mechanical 
engineering for the processing of EPS 
(expanded polystyrene) and EPP (ex-
panded polypropylene) into moulded 
parts and insulating materials marked 
the beginning of its internationalisa-
tion in 1985. Today, the HIRSCH Servo 
Group unites around 1,600 employees 
in the two business fields of EPS pro-
cessing and technology.

Transport protection 
and mechanical
engineering
A total of 28 production plants in 
Aus tria, Germany, France, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and the Ukraine produce for 
HIRSCH Servo. “Carinthian companies 
are successful on the world market 
– through innovation, creativity and 
courageous decisions. Carinthia  
offers the ideal breeding ground for  
prosperity in all dimensions. In  
addition, the companies benefit from 
the efficient administration and  
transparent procedures. This is  
probably the most beautiful place to 
work and live,” enthuses CEO Harald 
Kogler about Carinthia as a business 
location.

St. Veit an der Glan
The capital of Central Carinthia is also a diverse business location. 

Global players such as FunderMax and GREENoneTEC feel 
particularly at home here.

The “Wood Carinthian 
Competence Center” 

in St. Veit an der Glan is 
researching the future 
of wood as a material 

and is always on the 
lookout for cooperation 

and partners from the 
wood industry.

Research facility 
for wood and 
renewable raw 
materials
The scientists in St. Veit focus 
their research on the surface 
technology of wood-based 
materials and composite 
materials made from renew-
able raw materials such as 
paper, laminates, composites, 
natural fibres and natural fibre 
composites.

Both long-term cooperation 
with large companies and 
micro-projects with SMEs 
are made possible. The offer 
ranges from basic research to 
prototype generation.

Part of the 
nationwide 
competence 
centre: 
“Wood K plus”.
“Wood K plus” is a competence 
centre divided between Upper 
Austria, Lower Austria, Vienna 
and Carinthia, in which two 
universities, the University 
of Natural Resources and 
Applied Life Sciences Vienna 
and Kepler University in Linz, 
are also involved. The core 
compe tences lie in mate-
rials research and process 
technology along the entire 
value chain of wood.

The key to success is 
highly trained and motivated 
employees, which we find 
in Carinthia.

Harald Kogler
CEO HIRSCH Servo AG
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A country
where life feels right

Whoever comes (back) to Ca-
rinthia has made a conscious 
decision: a declaration of love 
for a very special country to 
live, love and work in.
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A land
that inspires 
Whoever comes to Carinthia 
has made a conscious decision: 
for a balance between life and 
work and for a land that enliv-
ens the senses. The composers 
Gustav Mahler and Johannes 
Brahms also appreciated this. 
Today you could say: they 
were ahead of their time 
and even then knew how to 
combine work and quality 
of life. These are not isolated 
cases, because Carinthia has 
creatively inspired many others 
before and after them: 

the Nobel Prize winner Peter 
Handke, the painter Maria 
Lassnig, the writer Robert Mu-
sil or Giselbert Hoke and Inge-
borg Bachmann, to name just 
a few. For the country is both: 
connecting and contrasting, 
modern and traditional. Here, 
the provincial capital Klagen-

furt, which has now grown into 
a large city – there, the dream 
metropolis of Villach. In the 
technology city on the Drau 
river, joie de vivre and creativi-
ty come together. Close to the 
border with Slovenia and Italy, 
cross-border connections also 
develop.

What connects the cities is 
their proximity to the water. 
It’s only four kilometres from 
the centre of Klagenfurt to the 
eastern bay of Lake Wörther-
see, which opens the city to the 
west. Those who work here are 
only a bike ride away from a 
short holiday, and the emer-
ald-green lake attracts locals 
and visitors alike, not only in 
summer.

Languages from all over the 
world mingle on the campus 
of Klagenfurt University and 
in the neighbouring Lakeside 
Park technology campus. It is 
no coincidence that Carinthia’s 

first English-language kinder-
garten was established in the 
immediate vicinity of top inter-
national research.

In Villach, people know 
how to celebrate, laugh and 
live. People like to be among 
people. Italian is spoken. With 
the large leading company 
Infineon, which is constantly 
growing on the outskirts of the 
city, you hear Chinese and Ko-
rean more and more often on 
the streets. Its location in the 
immediate vicinity of Italy and 
Slovenia gives the city addition-
al momentum in a Europe of 
increasingly open borders. The 
Drava brings people into flow. 
Let it flow. Live, move, work, 

create, enjoy, breathe deeply, 
recharge your batteries, be 
creative, get to work – from the 
slow-food initiative between 
mountains and lakes to the 
trails on which the country can 
be experienced so wonderfully. 
So let’s go to a few favourite 
places!

Active country
An immersion in another 
world, that describes Carin-
thia best – hikes between 
lakes and mountains at all 
altitudes are normal here! For 
example, the Alpe-Adria-Trail, 
which leads in 43 stages and 
over 750 kilometres from the 
Großglockner to the sea, or 
the Slow Trails, easy hiking 
trails that lead to natural sites 
and inspire.

You could say: this is where 
you feel yourself. If this is too 
idyllic for you, you can get go-
ing on the Flow Trails on the 
Petzen or in Bad Kleinkirch-
heim – these are trails that 
have been specially designed 
for mountain bikers.

Carinthia is also a 
great adventure 
playground. From 
the 96 square 
kilometre nature 
reserve in the Nock-

berge Biosphere 
Park to the rugged 
peaks of the Kara-
wanken, the coun-
try is waiting to be 
experienced. A par-
adise for explorers 
and those who want 

to become one.
The new slogan for 
Carinthia: “It’s my life!”. 
Gustav Mahler would 
probably have seen it 
that way too.

Carinthia is more
than an endless string of postcard-perfect 
mountains and lakes, more than the “danger-
ously beautiful land”, as Bishop Egon Kapellari 
called it.
Carinthia is a stage – for living, loving and work- 
ing. The boards that mean the world project as 
footbridges into Lake Wörthersee. The lake is 
the theme from the first weekend in May until – 
for the very brave – mid-October, when it is time 
to say goodbye to bathing in the cool water.

 

Lebensland  
Kärnten: immerse 
yourself, let go 
and discover the 
hidden
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An immersion in 
another world, 
that best describes 
Carinthia©
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And don’t forget the summer 
toboggan runs in Moosburg, at 
Klippitztörl or the famous “No-
cky Flitzer” at Turracher Höhe, 
the climbing forest at Lake 
Ossiach, the forest adventure 
world at Lake Klopein and the 
forest rope park at Tscheppa-
schlucht.

The youngest adventurers will 
get their money’s worth at the 
children’s adventure park at 
the Heidialm on the Falkert 
or at Sagamundo, the house 
of storytelling in Döbriach on 
Lake Millstatt.

Delightful country
“Slow Food”, i.e. the rediscov-
ery of valuable and meaningful 
enjoyment, is the order of 
the day, and the Slow Food 
Initiative Carinthia invites you 
to experience this enjoyment 
first hand when baking bread 
or making butter. Enjoyable 
work also determines the life 
of returnee Markus Jordan: 
after several years as the own-
er of an agency in the Middle 
East, he has started a new 
(working) life with a fish farm 
in the immediate vicinity of the 
provincial capital. Carinthia, 
he says, offers fulfilling energy 
and room for innovation.

Markus Jordan

“Slow food”, i.e. 
the rediscovery 
of valuable and 
meaningful enjoy-
ment, is the order 
of the day.

Artistic country
Carinthia is art, and art is 
Carinthia – this holds true for 
one of the most internationally 
renowned with a unique archi-
tecture is the Museum Liaunig 
in Neuhaus, which captivates 
visitors with compelling exhibi-
tions of famous artists.

The annual “Days of German-
Language Literature” and 
the associated Bachmann 
Prize are considered one of 
the most important literary 
events in Europe, and the 

Mountainous 
country
The Carinthian mountains are 
not only attractive in summer. 
In winter they offer a true 
paradise for ski tourers and 
skiers – from Heiligenblut to 
the Koralpe. In 24 skiing areas 
you can ski on more than 800 
kilometres of pistes.

Smaller ski areas such as the 
Bodental, the Simonhöhe, the 
Flattnitz or the Hochrindl are 
preferred above all by families 
with smaller children. Nass-
feld, Katschberg, Gerlitzen or 
Goldeck, on the other hand, 
have something for every abi-
lity. In Bad Kleinkirchheim you 
can go straight from the slopes 
to the thermal spa. If you like 
it nice and warm and want to 
have lots of fun on endless 
slides, the Kärnten Therme in 
Warmbad-Villach is the place 
for you. On the other hand, 
the bathhouses at Millstätter 
See and Wörthersee offer a 
lot of peace and quiet with the 
wellness factor.

But cycling in Carinthia is not 
only downhill. Cycling tours 
around the many Carinthian 
lakes or along the Drau Cycle 
Path and the cross-border 
Alpe-Adria Cycle Path com-
bined with delicacies from 
the Alps-Adriatic cuisine will 
delight mountain bikers, racing 
cyclists and leisure cyclists.

For those who like it tougher, 
there is the opportunity to 
take part in the IRONMAN 
triathlon in Klagenfurt in 
summer, where swimming and 
running are on the programme 
in addition to cycling. The 
approximately 3,000 starters 
come from all over the world. 
This is also an event for the 
tourism businesses around 
Lake Wörthersee.

For Lake Weissensee, one 
such event is the 11-city tour, 
which regularly brings more 
than 6,000 Dutch guests to the 
coldest and highest situated 
larger lake in Carinthia in 
January.

Carinthian Summer brings 
together top musicians from 
all over the world in the south 
of Austria.

The Museum of Modern Art in 
Klagenfurt and the Nötscher 
Kreis in the Gailtal valley are 
two further powerhouses of 
art and culture that under-
score the state’s aspirations. 
The Stadttheater Klagenfurt, 
the Komödienspiele Porcia, 
the Theater auf der Heunburg 
or the Neue Bühne Villach 
take the audience into other 
worlds.

I worked in Qatar for 
12 years and it was a 
great experience. 
But my heart beats for 
Carinthia and life here. 
With the Forellenhof, 
I have made a lifelong 
dream come true. 

Did you know that the 

Großglockner, at 3,798 

metres, is the highest 

mountain in Austria? 

The “Glockner” is sur-

rounded by the Hohe 

Tauern National Park. 

The largest national 

park in the Alps covers 

around 1,800 km2 and 

is one of the largest 

nature reserves in 
Central Europe.
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Your path to
KWF funding

Funding application
Contact us, take advantage 
of our advice on funding or fill 
out and submit an electronic 
application for funding right 
away.

Start your project
Your project plans are decisive 
for the funding decision by the 
KWF (or a federal funding agency).

Submit project costs
Your planned costs will be 
recognised in accordance with
the funding decision.

Receive funding
Our project controlling subsequently 
checks the submitted costs of your 
project and compliance with the 
funding conditions.
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Useful Information and Tips 
for Starting Your
Success Story in Carinthia
Networking, settling and investing with BABEG & K-BV
Free advisory service for companies, information on the business location

8  Basic start-up advice

8  Industry information

8  Contact to funding agencies 

8  Access to the regional network

8  Access to the regional network

8  Networking with research  
institutions, partners and 
suppliers

8  Assistance in finding personnel 

8  General welcome service

8  Location database
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Arrive well in Carinthia
The Carinthian Welcome Center (CWC) is the 
first point of contact if you have any questions 
about “Arriving in Carinthia”. Whether you are 
a newcomer or a returnee, we offer fast and 
unbureaucratic help tailored to your personal 
and professional background.

The CWC is happy to help you with:
8   questions about job or training  

opportunities 

8   the search for childcare facilities

8   the recognition of academic and school 
qualifications

8   administrative procedures

8   questions about health, leisure, mobility, 
sports and cultural facilities.

Every project is different. We want to 
meet this individuality with personal 
counselling. Simply contact us by phone 
at 0463 55800-0 or find out more at 
kwf.at.

Here you will find useful 

tips and information that 

are important for your 

(new) start in Carinthia. Your contact to Location 
Marketing Carinthia

Location Marketing Carinthia

Arnulfplatz 1
9020 Klagenfurt am Wörthersee
Phone +43 50 536 10145
Fax +43 50 536-22825 
standortmarketing@ktn.gv.at 
www.carinthia.com

Dott. Mag. 
Marco  
Gavesi

CEO von NiLAB

We value Carinthia as a business 
location because of its proximity to 
Italy and Slovenia, where we have 
many customers. In addition, we 
were able to outsource part of the 
production to a company in Carinthia, 
which allows us to concentrate even 
better on R&D work. The support we 
received from BABEG, build! and KWF 
during the start-up process confirmed 
our decision in favour of Carinthia.

Renato
Tomasini
CEO  
of Onda TLC GmbH

Carinthia always strives to support 
companies in order to attract em-
ployees and secure the location. We 
have a broad network here, as there 
are generally many smaller but excel-
lent companies that we work with.

Ulrike 
Schrott-Kostwein
Managing Director Kostwein  
Maschinenbau GmbH

We are often envied by our global 
customers for working in a beautiful 
country where others go on holiday. 
Mountains, lakes and plenty of nature 
contribute to our general well-being 
on a daily basis.

Erika 
Verachter

Managing Director  
Sinnex

Carinthia always strives to support 
companies in order to attract 
employees and secure the location. 
We have a broad network here, 
as there are generally many smaller 
but excellent companies that we 
work with.

© Kostwein

© Sinnex

© Onda TLC

© NiLAB

Die BABEG ist die zentrale Anlaufstelle für Betriebsansiedelungen, die K-BV deckt speziell 
die Sektoren Tourismus und Logistik ab.



Important Addresses 
and Contacts

Networking,  
settling  
and investing
BABEG  
Carinthian Business Settle-
ment and Investment  
Company m.b.H.
(Invest in Carinthia) 
Völkermarkter Ring 21–23
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 908290
office@babeg.at
www.investincarinthia.at

KWF
Carinthian Economic  
Development Fund 
Völkermarkter Ring 21–23
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 55 800-0
office@kwf.at
kwf.at

build! 
Start-up Centre Carinthia  
Lakeside B01
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 2700-8740
office@build.or.at
www.build.or.at

Start-up Service Carinthia 
www.gruenderservice.at

Tourism 
and logistics
Carinthian Investment 
Administration 
Karfreitstraße 1 
Paradeisergasse 2
9020 Klagenfurt 
am Wörthersee
Tel. +43 463 515 244
office@k-bv.at
www.k-bv.at

LCA Logistics Center 
Austria Süd GmbH 
Hart 100
9586 Fürnitz
www.lca-sued.at

Jobs
Job market service 
www.ams.at

Job board 
www.carinthia.com/de/ 
karriere-service/jobboerse

Interestgroups
Federation of Austrian 
Industry Carinthia 
Dr.-Franz-Palla-Gasse 21
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 56615-0
Fax: +43 463 56615-22
kaernten@iv.at
kaernten.iv.at

Carinthian Chamber 
of Commerce
Europaplatz 1
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 5 90904 0
Fax: +43 5 90904 704 
wirtschaftskammer@wkk.or.at
wko.at

Federal Ministry for 
Digitisation and Economic 
Location 
www.bmdw.gv.at

High-tech and start-up
Lakeside Science  
& Technology Park GmbH
Lakeside B11
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 228822-0
Fax: +43 463 228822-10
info@lakeside-scitec.com 
www.lakeside-scitec.com 

High Tech Campus
Villach GmbH
Europastraße 12
9524 Villach
Phone +43 4242 24800
office@hightechcampus.at 
hightechcampus.at

Silicon Austria Labs GmbH
Europastraße 12
9524 Villach
Phone 05 0317
contact@silicon-austria.com

Universities
Alpen-Adria University 
Klagenfurt 
Universitätsstraße 65–67
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 463 2700
uni@aau.at
www.aau.at

Carinthia University 
of Applied Sciences
Villacher Straße 1
9800 Spittal 
Phone +43 5 90500-7700
info@fh-kaernten.at
www.fh-kaernten.at

International 
Community
Carinthian Welcome Center
Department 1 – Provincial Office 
Arnulfplatz 1
9020 Klagenfurt
am Wörthersee
Phone +43 50 536-10147
Phone +43 664 8053610147
cwc@ktn.gv.at

CIC – Carinthian  
International Center 
CIC Villach Office 
Hauptplatz 7
9500 Villach
Phone +43 664 252 05 75

CIC Office Klagenfurt 
Burggasse 7
9020 Klagenfurt
Phone +43 660 391 52 46
Phone +43 660 595 21 66
office@cic-network.at 
www.cic-network.at

International School Carinthia  
www.isc.ac.at
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